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In the last few years, following NATO’S policy of the third dimension, I have been involved in NATO-related scientific activities, in particular, an SfS project which carried out studies into the Food Chains in the Aegean Sea. I was also involved in a second OUTREACH cooperative project with one of the former Soviet block countries (Bulgaria) entitled “The effect of trawling activities upon the environment and productivity of fishing grounds”,  an environmentally centred project on the effects of fishing activities upon the ecosystem of the continental shelf along the western part of the Black Sea.


At this point I would like to give some evidence of the crucial contribution of NATO to the development of science and technology within the Alliance and Partner countries by using these projects as Case Studies: The SFS Project I was engaged in constituted the nucleus of a major development in marine science in Greece, since it played an essential role in the setting up of an important marine research institution in Crete.


This large SFS project was eventually instrumental in promoting brilliant research in the marine sciences, not only in Greece but in the whole eastern Mediterranean. The OUTREACH Project was much more modest but it amply served its purpose by bringing another country up to the scientific and technical standards of western Europe in one small but useful area of research.


The impact of such projects both in the popular and the academic perception, both nationally and internationally has been extraordinary, and well deserves the epithet “catalytic”. The projects to which I have referred included a large element of research. But I should be failing in my duty if I did not point out that these projects also created the basis for cooperation and further contact, which led to considerable economic and socio-political benefits. I am fully aware that NATO does not consider CCMS to be a research programme, but mostly to provide a forum where cooperation between people from different countries in the Alliance and its Partners or even non-partners, acquires  special importance in its attempts to overcome political and cultural barriers and prejudices. CCMS has been very successful in the promotion of such policies involving many countries and we should hail/salute the present initiative towards setting up an Atlantic-Mediterranean dialogue which promises so much (and in which Dr Beten,the CCMS Project Director, has played an important part).


My reading of the CCMS documentation left me with a feeling that there is a certain inconsistency in the terms of reference (as expressed in the document of 3rd May 2000). 


There can be no doubt that defence is a major issue within a military alliance, and a good deal of importance is given in the documents to sustainable building for military infrastructure and references are made to defence and safety matters which should certainly be the concern of CCMS.


 But in the new terms of reference of last May, CCMS made a commitment through dialogue to promote cooperation between Alliance and Partner countries in order to enhance economic, political and social stability. That is to say, CCMS has made a commitment to oversee NATO’s environment and society programmes by addressing problems affecting the environment of nations and the quality of life of their peoples. In other words, CCMS will include not only defence but also non-defence issues with the aim of promoting peace and stability throughout the world. Therefore the question as to  whether CCMS, besides defence and security, should concern itself with non-defence issues such as environmental and social aspects between NATO and Parnter nations, has been answered in the expression of the terms of reference that I have just referred to.


Defence and non-defence issues. CCMS has itself answered that question.


However, there is another question which should be taken into consideration, should not be avoided,  whether CCMS should promote research directly or indirectly. In the promotional leaflet it is stated that CCMS does not itself engage in any research activities but does promote and finance pilot studies, projects, workshops, seminars and round tables, and by these means, promotes cooperation between Alliance and Partner and non-Partner countries.


 Yet again, the very successful and certainly very useful fellowships and study visits encourage research linked to the CCSM ongoing pilot studies under the direction of study directors and research teams. There have been a number of such studies supported by CCMS, which included certain issues related to non-defence issues: aspects of pollution control, health and technological risks, quality of life, planning, and some ad hoc projects. Therefore we could conclude that, yes, indeed, CCMS is also concerned with non-military related issues which derive from projects with a research dimension.


	In this Round Table meeting, it is intended to discuss challenges and  opportunities for future work with regard to changing priorities in a fast changing world. It is important that the third dimension policy of NATO should lead towards a meaningful cooperation for peaceful co-existence and stability in Partner and non-Partner countries.  From my experience with  national and international research and policy-making bodies, I have come to the conclusion that cooperation in science, technology and societal matters, education and training constitute the most efficient way to bring together nations, by promoting economic, social and political benefits. Within such a framework, what might be the challenges and opportunities for future work? What might be the new topics for future pilot studies, short-term projects and possible new initiatives for improving the work of CCMS? �The identification of relevant topics for pilot studies can be of importance to many central European countries, but they are of central importance for the Mediterranean area, where a Mediterranean dialogue is being initiated by the Alliance  in order to reflect the view that security in Europe is closely linked to the stability and security of the Mediterranean area.


As has been pointed out, scientific cooperation has already been initiated and achieved through NATO’s Mediterranean dialogue with the participation of several Mediterranean countries (as NAC Council decided that CCMS activities should also include Mediterranean partners) through Advanced Research Workshops, collaborative research grants and fellowships. It should be stressed that fellowships are an exceedingly important activity as they give scientists the opportunity to acquire expertise and knowhow by coming in contact with scientists in other countries. Therefore it is recommended that fellowships be retained.


There are quite a number of topics which could be considered as priorities for the Mediterranean area,  covering a wide range of the spectrum of scientific and technical problems. Each specific topic is related to one or more topical scientific issues of vital importance.


Water resources and policy management  ( water policy research, overall water resources management, water supply and distribution, water treatment technologies, salination problems).


Health-related issues (health research policy, infectious and genetic diseases, health concerns prevalent in the region)


Agriculture and Fisheries including aquaculture (advanced methods and techniques, socio-economic aspects, competitiveness in the market, optimisation of production methods, new strains, cotton culture, intensive exploitation of desert areas, reclamation schemes))


Integrated Coastal Management (integrating living resources, anthropogenic impacts, management strategy and environmental policy, socio-political and operational strategies, conflicts of many users)


Pollution Issues both marine and land-based (processes reducing the impact of contaminants, oil pollution, eutrophiciation, policy-making, transboundary issues, formulation of policies for combatting pollution)


Global Climate Change (long and short time scales, evidence of significant changes in the Mediterranean, environmental and health consequences of climatic change)


Biological Diversity (overall strategy for maintenance of biodiversity, assessing, mapping and monitoring biodiversity, fragile ecosystems in danger of collapse)


Over-exploitation of resources (over-fishing, impact of fishing activities on the environment and ecosystem production, changes in populations and stock structure)


Invasive Species (catastrophic changes in native populations replaced by alien species)


Immigration Problems, safety and security in modern cities ( important demographic changes, economic, social and health problems) 


Energy Concerns ( renewable energy resources, rational and efficient use of energy, distribution and storage of energy, environmental issues)


Although the degree of importance of some of these topics can change from one Mediterranean country to another, nevertheless all these issues constitute common concerns despite the many differences and divisions in culture, politics and religions. And there are some which figure as the first priority for all Mediterranean countries. NATO through CCMS can play a vital role in this area, as CCMS can be the catalyst towards a rapprochement between nations through cooperation and collaboration.


It should be pointed out that the European Union through the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation after the first Ministerial Conference in 1995, recommended the setting up of a Monitoring Committee to be responsible for developing dialogue and laying down strategic guidelines for S & T cooperation. At the 3rd Euro-Mediterranean Conference of Foreign Ministries in Stuttgart in April 1999, the Ministers stated that encouragement should also be given to cooperation in research and development in environment, water, energy, transport and information technology (the Information Society).


 However, the opening up of a genuine European research area to the Mediterranean requires a coherent global plan for dialogue between those involved in the cooperation: Member States, Mediterranean Partner countries, and the EU. Furthermore, DG XI of the EU opened a Call for Proposals for the Mediterranean countries with topics that are closely reminiscent of the recommended topics in this presentation, i.e., integrated coastal management, pollution hot spots, management of water resources, desertification, etc. These topics derive from a consensus of opinions within the EU and the Mediterranean countries and should therefore be considered as priorities for these nations.


It is my contention that CCMS has all the pre-requisites for playing an important role in the Mediterranean area; not in such a way that similarity of activities could be viewed as duplication of objectives with other organisations, but as CCMS sponsored topics,and thus being treated in a complementary way.


In a restructured NATO, CCMS will have to build new bridges. This chimes with President Clinton’s slogan “building a bridge to the 21st century”, a bridge which will reach the impoverished and neglected populations brutalised by many years of oppressive regimes, who have been left at the margin of the technological world.


However I firmly believe that if CCMS were to play a role in order to provide an opportunity to many deprived nations to be integrated into the wider industrialised world, then we need not only a master plan but also a realistic budget, as the economic possibilities of the countries of the Mediterranean Dialogue are very limited indeed. Furthermore, we should remember that funding by the Alliance Partners in the pilot studies is on a voluntary basis. 


In conclusion, I reiterate that the political, social and economic benefits which will accrue from a new CCMS will constitute the parameters which will guarantee the evolution towards stability and peaceful co-existence.
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